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CHRISTMAS SOCIAL:  ANOTHER SUCCESS  
 

ñWhat a wonderful evening it was!ò 
ñThe party was great  ...It is a marvelous way to kick off the holiday season!ò 

ñIôm not usually a dancer, but couldnôt resist the music!ò 
ñOh wonderful ! Manicotti .Itôs so good!ò 

ñGreat music to dance to!ò 
ñGlad you came.  I havenôt seen you since last yearò 

"The best one yet !" 
 
These are some of the comments that we heard following our Sixth Annual RTO/
ERO Christmas dinner and dance. 
 
Three huge red or gold balls mounted on martini glasses centered each table and, 
along with the Marconi Clubôs decorations, set the festive mood for the Grand Ball 
Room.  One lucky person at each table took home the table centerpiece. 
 
Three long banquet tables were piled with more than 50 prizes. The first four 
prizes drawn were for an original watercolour by Gord MacKenzie and three origi-
nal framed photographs by Hans DeVos and Neil McEwen. An array of pottery, 
quilted pieces, jewellery, handmade scarves and purses, and preserves were all 
created and donated by members.  Other items included toys and tools, gift certifi-
cates, a hockey stick, a hammock, tilt-a-table, coffee maker, Christmas decora-
tions, kitchen knife set, picnic coolers ð all donated by others. 
 
The meal, enjoyed by over 260 guests, consisted of soup, manicotti, chicken, pota-
toes, and salad. This lovely meal was complemented by a raspberry sherbet des-
sert. 

  As soon as The Touch of  
  Class began playing, the  
  dance floor was full. They  
  played  wonderful danceable  
  tunes all evening. 
 
  Thank you again for all the  
  help and the generous dona- 
  tions we received (from RTO 
  too!) that created this fun  
  evening. 

     Co-conveners,  Linda Maltby and 

         (More photos on the Last Page)                                                            Nancy Sachro 

             Gil and Nancy Sachro 



 

 UPCOMING DISTRICT 3 MEETINGS 
 

1.   Tuesday, January 27, 2009:   Speaker:  Cathy Johnson          12 Noon (The Legion) 
      Topic:  ñActive is Attractiveò        

2. Tuesday, April 7, 2009:     Speaker:  Johnson Inc.          12 Noon (The Legion 

3. Date to be Announced (in   ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING        10:00 A.M. (The Legion) 
           the next newsletter)  Speaker:  Merit Travel 

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS  

Our Service to Others project, ñBattle of the Booksò, 
is underway for the school year, 2008ï2009.   

We have five separate schools and eight public 
schools signed up! 

For any of you not familiar with this project, stu-
dents from grades four to six read up to 20 pre-
selected books during the school year.  Each 
school forms a six-member team composed of two 
students from each of the grades.  The school team 
competes at the Legion against all other participat-
ing schools to determine which team can answer 
the most questions about the books.   

Last year Mountain View carried home the trophy 
with Sister Mary Clare, Pine Wood, and Tarentorus 
giving them a strong óBattleô!   

This was originally our 2005 Service to Others pro-
ject and as long as we continue it, we will be need-
ing some help. Maybe some of our new retirees 
would be willing to read a book and prepare a set of 
questions!  

We introduced ten new books this year, but so far 
only five have arrived from the publishers!  In late 
April we will need help with the practice battles and 
the final battle at the Legion.    

To volunteer, please call Marilyn Patterson at 949-
2299 or Walter Wallace at 946-3333.    

 SERVICE TO OTHERS 

We did it again!  This year nearly 70 RTO/ERO 
members volunteered their time to assist the Lung 
AssociationðAlgoma with their 10th anniversary 
of the Festival of Trees.   

A big thank you to everyone!   

      Vickie Archuk  Anne McCutcheon 
      Alison Beaton  Carol MacFarlane 
      Cathy Beaudette       Elaine McFarling 
      JoAnn Blewett  Loretta McKay 
      Emma Bonin  Lee McMenemy 
      Beverley Brazeau  Lois Mealey 
      Fran Cameron  Sandy Miller 
      Sharon Cameron       Sandra Moore 
      Beverley Couch       Janet Morris 
      Mary Coulas  Sheila Mount 
      Ron Coulter             Moyra OôPallie 
      Ruth Crispell             Dianne Payne 
      Lucille DôAgostino  Kathryn Poitras 
      Linda DellaPenta  Jan Prichard 
      Judy DeVos  Ann Provenzano 
      Carmen Dowhaniuk         Marie Purvis 
      Sam Fera              Phyllis Rancier 
      Elspeth Fleming             Sylvia Ryan 
      Sandy Fulcher  Nancy Sachro 
      Lorraine Haromy             Marilyn Schatzler 
      Emma Henderson             Ann Sloane 
      Jim Hill   Carmelina Spry 
      Shirley Infanti  Cynthia Sutton 
      Ora James  Karen Swytsun 
      Joyce Kenagy             Michelle Taillefer 
      Linda King   Maxine Tarchuk 
      Carol Kirkland-Boissineau Joan Triplett 
      Patricia Latham             Wes Triplett 
      Laureen Livingston Josie Vallee 
      Thelma Longarini  Shirley Vardy 
      Linda Maltby  Betty Wells 
      Shirley McCarthy  Mary White       
      Harold McCarthy  Gerry Yeo 
      Betty-Lou McChesney Janice Zimmer 
      Doug McChesney 
                    ~ Ora James

TRAVEL SMART  

Proof of Departure  from your province of resi-
dence is required to make a claim under your RTO/
ERO travel policy. For more details regarding eligi-
ble proof of departure, please refer to Page 12 of 
your January 2008 RTO/ERO Out-of-Province/
Canada booklet. 

Your Day of Departure  is the calendar day that 
you leave your province or territory of residence. 

You must  contact Mondial Assistance within 48 
hours of the emergency, or payments will be limited 
to $2,000 per insured person per trip. 



 

ICELANDéland of ice and fire     by Bill Purnis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For seventeen days in June 2008, Flo and I  enjoyed  a ñbirdwatchingò trip to Iceland with Elderhostel 
(our first of hopefully many ventures  with this company).  We had spent 3 days in Iceland in the capi-
tal,  Reykjavik, area in 2000 as an add-on to a Scandinavian adventure and, even though we experi-
enced a still talked-about earthquake, we jumped at the chance to secure seats on this birding oppor-
tunity. 

We spent very little time in the urban areas but journeyed to the coastal regions to study mainly water-
fowl.  Many species migrate there for the summer months from as far away as the tip of South Africaé
perhaps we saw some of the same Arctic terns in Iceland as we saw in the Capetown area of Africa 
the previous November. 

We left the airport  and passed over many  fields of lava and beautiful purple lupins  as we headed to-
ward the Snaefellsnes peninsula. There were many great viewings of the westerly glacier before stop-
ping in Rif to view the largest breeding colony of Arctic terns in Iceland. In the evening we were treated 
to folk music and dancingéand encouraged to participate. 

Early the next morning we stopped at farmer Hildibrandurôs shark-curing facil-
ity for sampleségross tasting shark meat even when dipped in Schnapps. In 
the afternoon we boated amongst the picturesque Breidafjordur islands to see 
a variety of gulls, puffins, and the uncommon white-tailed eagle. 

Then we ferried to Brjanslaekur in north-western Iceland, to view redshanks, 
oystercatchers, and eider duckséand of course sheep that are turned loose 
in the spring on the slopes and retrieved before the snows begin. 

Onward we went to Lafrabjarg, the most westerly point of Europe. Here atop 150m cliffs in the fog and 
cold winds, as it was barely above freezing, we crept to the edges to see the birds nesting in the open 
on ledges in the massive cliffs or in burrows sometimes 2 metres deep near the tops where soil al-
lowed. Even seals performed for us at the bottom of the cliffs. 

The next morning at five oôclock (yes, daylight was almost ever-present) I braved the cold and gale-
force winds to walk the ½ km up the coastal road to relax in the natural hot tub heated by the molten 
lava not too far below the surface. It was June 17th and there was fresh snow on the mountains, but 
that tub was amazing. 

Then we headed toward Skagafjordur, the north-central section of Iceland. Along the way we were 
treated to a riding demonstration using the Icelandic horseséfamous for their extra gait and smooth 
ride. These horses, originally brought over by the Vikings, are smaller than thoroughbreds or standard-
breds but larger than ponies. To keep the breeding lines pure, these horses cannot return to Iceland 
once they leave. 

      A favourite, the Puffin 

 Bill and Flo near one of the fingers of the Vatnajokull Glacier 



 

 Later we toured a village of original sod  
 houses. When the early settlers arrived,  
 the  first thing they did was to start clear- 
 ing the forestsélittle realizing how slowly  
 new seedlings would grow. Now the is- 
 land is void of woodlands except in areas   
 under reforestation. The joke in Iceland  
 was óWhat do you do if you are lost in the 
 woods in Iceland?ô with the answer of  
 course being that you stand up. 

 We spent the next day in Akureyri, the  

 second largest city, visiting the beautiful 

 botanical gardens and enjoying the cele- 

 bration of Icelandôs national holiday. 
 Next we proceeded along the northern     
coast around the fjords (some of these 

are about 1km across but take 1½ hours to drive around) and over the mountains toward Narfastadir 
and the Lake Myvatn region known for its pseudo craters and wildlife. Here we witnessed Phalaropes, 
Grebes, Redwings, Snipes, and for about an hour viewed a magnificent Gyrfalcon, all in the lava for-
mations and the lake. We climbed part of the great divide at Dimmuborgir where the land has been 
pulled apart by earthquakes and volcanoes. The molten lava is not too far below the surface so nu-
merous mud pools bubble away as the steam hisses. We drove around a volcanic mountain com-
prised of nothing but fine sand-like lava particles. 

Geothermal energy is big business in Iceland with over 80% of the homes being heated by the steam 
captured as it is released from under the surface. One farmer even passes the steam through piping 
under his potato crop to increase the yield and shorten the growing season. Most greenhouses thrive 
on the inexpensive cost of heating their facilities with thermal energyéand Iceland produces sufficient 
tomatoes, cucumbers, and peppers for its people. 

We passed many glacier waterfalls as we headed for Egilsstadir  
and the east coast. We stopped at  Djupivogur, one of the best 
birding sites in eastern Europe, to walk on the fine lava sand 
beach viewing new species. We passed  a herd of reindeer just  
before we caught our first view of Vatnajokull, Europeôs largest gla-
cier. We boated in the glacier lagoon at Jokulsarlon on amphibian 
boats bought from the USA army after the end of the Vietnam war. 
Here we did close-ups of the icebergs that have calved from the 
glacier. Some floes had seals resting on them and of course we 
convinced ourselves that they were waving at us as we passed. 

That evening we journeyed across lava mud flats on haywagons  
pulled by tractors to birdwatch on the high cliffs on the Ingolfshofdi  
peninsula as the birds returned from the sea to their nests for the night. We lodged at the foot of one 
of the fingers of the glacier.  Early in the morning Flo and I climbed up some of the ridges to get better 
views of the ice formationséawesome!!!  

Now it was time to head for Reykjavik in the south. We stopped at more waterfalls, a sod village, and a 
museum. Here we viewed the first Bible translated into Icelandic back in 1584. Then we proceeded to 
Pingvellir where parliament met for many centuries. It is located in a delicate thermal area where the 
Eurasian and the North American plates are being pulled apartéso you can stand with one foot in 
Europe and the other one in North America. 

Icelandic stories are told as sagas. These sagas are so important to the Icelandic people that a new 
building has been constructed in the capital to house the Saga museuméa must-see for  anyone visit-
ing Reykjavik. 

ICELAND  (Contôd) 

  Bill and Flo at a sod house village 

  Icelanders celebrating National Holiday 



 

SEVENTY-FIFTH MEETING OF THE RTO/ERO SENATE 
 

The RTO/ERO Provincial Fall Senate was held on October 28-29, 2008.   
Elections were held and the new Executive is as follows: 

 
 President:    Brian Kenny  District 35, Dryden 

 First Vice:    Margaret Couture  District 46, Muskoka 

 Second Vice:    Joan Murphy  District 33, Chatham/Kent 

 Executive Members:   Sue Stephenson  District 39, Peel 
     Doug Carter  District 27, Ottawa Carleton 

 Past President:   Ron Poste  District 19, Hastings/Prince Edward 
 

RTO/EROôs new provincial executive (l to r):  Ron Poste (Past President), Sue Stephenson (Executive 
Member), Doug Carter (Executive Member), Marg Couture (First Vice), Joan Murphy (Second Vice), and 
President Brian Kenny. 

    SENATE NEWS          ~ Senate Observer Bonnie Forsell 
 
 
 

President Brian Kenny introduced The Honourable David C. 
Onley , the present Lieutenant Governor of Ontario.  Mr. 
Onley congratulated RTO/ERO on its 40th Anniversary and 
reminded us that everyone can think of a favourite teacher 
that helped us plan our future.  He commented that great 
teachers inspire and we all have had a teacher that inspired 
us and that through RTO/ERO we have the ability to pass on 
wisdom. 

Lieutenant Governor Onley has mobility difficulties and uses 
a scooter for movement.   Therefore, one of his priorities is 
to promote accessibility for everyone.  He is also continuing 
the aboriginal literacy program for remote northern commu-
nities. 



 

 

MONDIAL ASSISTANCE  
Phone No. 1 -800 249-6556  

or 1-519 742-6683 (Call Collect)  
RTO/ERO Plan Identification No. 9092 or 9265  

My RTO/ERO # ______________ 
RTO/ERO 1-800 361-9888 
Benefits 1 -877 406-9007 
Claims 1 -800 638-4753 

RTO/ERO Mondial Assistance CARD  
 
If members wish, this card may be cut out for 
convenience and put into your wallet, used as 

a bookmark, given to family, friends. 

RTO/ERO SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FOR 2008  

Do you have a child, grand-child, niece, nephew, grandniece, grandnephew, son-in-law or daughter-in
-law who is enrolled or will be enrolled in a full or part-time program that will lead directly to a career in 
teaching in Canada? 

Then they are eligible for one of 25 scholarships awarded annually of $1000 each! 

The application for the 2009 RTO/ERO Scholarship can be found on-line at www.rto-ero.org. 

Deadline for applications is July 15, 2009.  Successful applicants will be notified before October 31, 
2009.  

Letôs see an Algoma award winner in the future! 

WORLD ACCESS CHANGES ITS NAME 

As members noted in the Health Wise supplement in the Fall issue of Renaissance, World Access officially 
changed its name to Mondial Assistance on June 2, 2008.   

In 2000, World Access joined forces with Paris-based Mondial Assistance, one of the worldôs largest travel 
insurance and assistance companies.  After eight years in the Mondial Assistance family, World Access 
adopted the Mondial Assistance global brand name. 

Under Mondial Assistance, RTO/ERO Health Plan participants continue to enjoy the same assistance ser-
vices previously offered.  There are no changes to the plan design.  While the contact numbers for any 
travel inquiries or emergencies did not change from those listed in your Health Insurance Plans booklets, 
Health Plan participants who call World Access will be greeted with ñMondial Assistance, formerly World 
Access.ò   The numbers are listed on the useful card below.  

                                              OUT OF PROVINCE TRAVEL CHECKLIST  

Do I have my January 2008 Out-of-Province /Canada Travel Booklet? It contains my Mondial Assis-
tance (formerly World Access Canada ) Emergency Contact Numbers. 

Do I have both  my RTO/ERO certificate and my Provincial Health Insurance card numbers? 

Proof of Departure?  (See Travel Smart on page 7 of this issue.) 

Do  I  expect my trip outside of the province  to exceed 62 days? If so, have I called the Service De-
partment (1-877-406-9007) to enroll in the RTO/ERO Supplemental Travel Plan? 

Do I want to take advantage of the free Pre-Trip Assistance that is offered by Mondial Assistance (1-
800-249-6556)? Prior to my departure I can call for information regarding travel advisories, required 
inoculations, visa requirements and more. 



 

LOOKING BACK  
 
As RTO/ERO celebrates 40 years of service to retired teachers, perhaps we should check Algoma 
District 3 files, to see who laid the groundwork for us during all those years. 
After poring through binders of minutes (mostly written in beautiful penmanship), I discovered that in 
1993 the task had been expertly completed by then-Secretary, Joyce Mertes.  So thanks to Joyce for 
the following historical data: 
 
The inaugural meeting of Algoma District S.T.O. was held in the Centennial Room of the Public Library 
on November 3, 1972.  Over 70 superannuated teachers from Sault Ste. Marie, Bruce Mines, Thessa-
lon, and Blind River were in attendance.  The chairman was Mr. Weldon Abernethy, and the first ex-
ecutive was formed:  President Mr. Abernethy, Vice President Mrs. Helen Wood, Secretary Mrs. Iola 
Fountain, and Treasurer Glen Payne, named later.  The guest speaker was Mrs. Laura Cook, Provin-
cial President, who stressed the purpose of the organization was to obtain improved pensions for re-
tired teachers.  She stated that in 1967 the rate was $600, in 1972, $2000 and into the seventies was 
over $2000. 
 
District Presidents who have served us through the years are: 
 
 1974-75:  Weldon Abernethy    1992-93:  Mr. Ben Smith 
 1975-76:  Helen Wood    1993-94:  Mr. Charlie Brown 
 1976-78:  Bert Parkin     1994-95:  John Jefferson 
 1978-79:  Gladys White    1995-96:  Elta McLeod 
 1979-80:  Bruce Martin    1996-97:  Robert Manson 
 1980-81:  Nora Jeffrey    1997-98:  Sam Fera 
 1981-83:  Edna Vail     1998-99:  Mickey Contini 
 1983-84:  Norma Smith    1999-00:  Mary White 
 1984-85:  Marion Savela    2000-02:  Ken Frier 
 1985-86:  Bruce Ness     2002-03:  John Fleming 
 1986-87:  Fred MacKinnon    2003-04:  Moyra OôPallie 
 1987-88:  Carl Haner     2004-05:  Diane Marshall 
 1988-90:  Flo McCarthy    2005-06:  Anna Griswold 
 1990-91:  Orlando Sicoly    2006-07:  Geoff Shaw 
 1991-92:  Mary Kidd     2007-08:  Moyra OôPallie 
 
Many of these members are not with us today, but we say a big óthank youô to all who, along with hard-
working executives, helped District 3 Algoma grow from that 70 who attended the first meeting to our 
present membership closing in on 1000! 
 
To quote our Provincial president, Brian Kenny, at the Fall Senate: 

ñWe Stand on the Shoulders of Giants.ò 

         ~ Moyra OôPallie 

VOLUNTEERS FOR THE ALZHEIMER SOCIETY  

The Alzheimer Society is looking for volunteers to help with their next yearôs campaign.   

In December, they need volunteers who will phone a list of people to see if they will continue cam-
paigning as they did last year and to call a different list of people to recruit new and more volunteers 
for the January campaign.  In January, they need volunteers who will go house-to-house in the city 
and area to help with their yearly campaign.  If you can help, contact Bea Fioramanti at the Alzheimer 
society office, 942-2195, or at alzssm@shaw.ca.  



 

 
MORE NEWS FROM SENATE 

Janet Marissen spoke to the delegates and observers at the Fall Senate about the Lions Foundation of 
Canada's Guide Dog Program.  Her District was a recent recipient of the 'Service to Others' grant.   

She brought Roblyn, a 3 month old standard poodle that she and her husband were foster 'parents' 
to.  When Roblyn is old enough, he will go to school in Oakville for training.  It was interesting to learn 
that dogs are trained not only for blindness, but also for hearing impaired, mobility problems and detect-
ing seizures.   

If a dog is trained for hard of hearing, it will let a person know if a baby is crying, a phone, a microwave 
or stove timer, or a door bell is ringing, and it will get a person out at the sound of a fire alarm. 

 Some dogs are trained to sense an impending seizure and will try to get a 
person into a safe environment before the seizure. 

  Training takes place for 7 - 8 months and when a person applies for a guide 
dog, he will go to school and train with the dog.  The dog's harness tells what 
specialty the dog is trained for.  When the dog is ready to train with some-
one, it is worth $20,000 - $30,000. 

  Janet warned us not to pet a dog if it is harnessed because it might distract 
the dog from doing its job. 

  The Project Service to Others grant was used to write a children's book 
called Ash and Mrs. Hemingway which teaches children about the guide dog 
program.                                                                                     
                                             ~ Senate Observer Bonnie Forsell                        

In Memoriam  

We have been advised of the passing 

of the following members:  

Robert Haft  

William Lorne Henderson  

David Wright  

We are grateful for their memory, 

their service, and their friendship.  

We extend our sympathy to their 

family and friends.  

RTO/ERO PROVINCIAL OFFICE 
                   1-800-361-9888  fax:  416 -962-1061      www.rto -ero.org  

Office Hours:  8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Monday to Friday  

NEW MEMBERS OF RTO/ERO DISTRICT 3 
 

The following retirees have joined our organization 
as of October 31st.  We value your membership 
and look forward to a long association with you.  
We invite you to participate fully in all activities of 
RTO/ERO. 

         Carmen Charsley Jacqueline Johns 
         James Eagles  Edith Nichols  
         Alfred Johns        Rita Veaudry-Bennetto 
             

District 3 Algoma now has a membership of 897:  
841 regular members and 56 associates. 

 
                                           ~ Ora James, Membership 

 Janet Marissen & Roblyn 

RTO/ERO HEALTH WISE  

Inside  your Fall 2008 issue of Rennaisance, is your detachable insert Health Wise .  It contains  important 
information on the RTO/ERO Group Health Plans and should be filed with your  RTO/ERO Health Insur-
ance Plans Booklet. (e.g. Information on a new option under the Supplemental Travel Plan.) 


